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Spherical, Self-Gravitating Objects
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Bottom-Up Planet Growth
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Top-Down Star Formation
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Intermediate Mechanism

Dodson-Robinson et al. 2009, arXiv:0909.2662
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Questions

How common are planets formed by
gravitational instability?

Over what mass ranges do bottom-up, top-
down and instability formation overlap?

Can gravitational instability and core accretion
occur in the same disk?

How can we ensure protoplanetary clumps
formed by Gl survive and evolve into planets?

At what distance from the star does core
accretion no longer form giant planets?



