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Handouts
The UWC has created numerous handouts that 
address common questions about writing, such as 
comma usage, citation methods, and the 
difference between active and passive voice.  We 
encourage you to distribute them in class or 
provide a link to them on your Blackboard site. 
www.uwc.utexas.edu/handouts

Library
Our non-circulating library includes classic 
reference texts as well as up-to-date style guides, 
handbooks, and ESL resources. Faculty and 
students are welcome to peruse our collection.

Employment at the UWC
All of  our consultants are graduate students or 
undergraduates at UT. Ongoing training is 
provided for all consultants. Please encourage 
interested students to visit our website. 

For further information, or to let us know how 
you are using our resources, please contact the 
Program Coordinator:

Email: coordinator@uwc.utexas edu

Phone: 512 232 2730

Praxis
The UWC’s peer-reviewed, online academic 
journal, Praxis, is a forum for writing center 
practitioners everywhere. We welcome articles 
from writing center consultants and 
administrators related to training, consulting, 
labor issues, administration, and writing center 
news, initiatives, and scholarship.
praxis.uwc.utexas.edu

Research
Our consultants conduct ongoing, IRB-approved 
research projects to document and better 
understand the writing concerns of  a diverse 
population of  student writers. Findings from 
these projects are published in our annual report, 
white papers, Praxis, and other writing center 
journals, and are presented at various conferences, 
including the International Writing Centers 
Association Conference.

WRITE Series
WRITE is a novel video series exploring the 
environments, technologies, and sometimes-messy  
processes of  writers. These short videos feature 
students, teachers, novelists, and others describing 
how, where, when and why they write. 
www.youtube.com/user/WRITETexas

Outreach
The UWC partners with individuals and groups 
who share our mission to support writers. We 
provide writing workshops for underserved 
populations, offer training for tutors in various 
departments at UT, advise high schools and 
colleges that are developing their own writing 
centers, and host After Hours events where 
professional writers share advice about writing 
careers.

PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES AT THE UWC RESOURCES



What is the UWC?
The Undergraduate Writing Center offers free, 
individualized, expert help with writing for any 
UT undergraduate with any writing project. Since 
our founding in 1993, we have become one of  the 
largest writing centers in the country, averaging 
10,000 consultations and employing 80 
consultants annually.

What will my students experience at the UWC?
When students come to us, we pair them with a 
trained writing consultant for a 45-minute 
consultation about their writing. 

Our methods are non-evaluative and non-
directive. We do not make assessments about the 
grade a piece of  writing ought to receive, nor do 
we proofread and correct every error. Rather, the 
assistance we provide is intended to foster 
independence. 

The writer and consultant work together to define 
goals for the session, for example:

• deciding on a topic.
• clarifying and organizing ideas.
• researching, drafting, and revising.
• improving grammar, punctuation, and 

usage.
• citing sources properly.

Then the consultant helps the student develop 
strategies to improve his or her writing.  Students 
make all final decisions about revisions. 

Please check the web site for hours:
www.uwc.utexas.edu
Last consultations begin one hour before closing.

How can my students get a consultation?
Consultations are available by appointment or on 
a walk-in basis.  Because of  high demand, we 
recommend that students make an appointment 
by calling 512 471 6222.

How often can my students visit?
We can consult with a student up to three times 
for any assignment, and once per day per 
assignment.

What should my students bring to a consultation?
Please encourage your students to bring their 
assignment sheet and whatever work they’ve done 
so far on the assignment. They may bring a 
printed copy or an electronic version on a laptop 
or flash drive. 

Can you accommodate students with disabilities?
Upon request, the Undergraduate Writing Center 
provides appropriate academic accommodations 
for qualified students with disabilities. We will 
make every effort to support your students’ 
development as writers.

Are your consultants trained to work with students whose 
first language isn’t English?
We provide ESL training for all of  our 
consultants. About 27% of  our consultations are 
with students for whom English is a second 
language.

Do you provide writing assistance for graduate students?
We provide assistance for graduate students who 
are enrolled in undergraduate classes. We 
encourage other graduate students to contact the 
Sanger Learning Center at 512 471 1217 or visit 
www.lifelearning.utexas.edu.

Will you come to my class?

Yes! Our Presentations Group visits hundreds of  
classes every year. They can provide a 10-minute 
introduction to our services or conduct longer 
presentations on a variety of  topics. Current 
offerings are listed on our website. 
www.uwc.utexas.edu/faculty/presentations

To schedule a presentation, please complete the 
online Presentation Request Form. 
www.uwc.utexas.edu/presentation/request

Will you tell me when my student has visited the UWC?
Most students ask us to send a note to their 
instructors to describe the work done during the 
consultation. Others are concerned that their 
professor will disapprove if  they have received 
assistance on their papers. If  you wish to be 
notified about the work your students do with us, 
please encourage them to ask that we send a note. 
We can also send a note to your teaching 
assistant, at the student’s request.

Can I require my students to visit the UWC? 
No. We respectfully ask you to encourage 
students to visit us but refrain from requiring 
visits. Given the size of  UT’s student body and 
the demand for our services, we cannot guarantee 
that we can accommodate all students who are 
required to visit us. Consequently some of  your 
students could be unfairly disadvantaged. We 
have also observed that students who were 
required to visit the UWC were not as motivated 
as those who come to us through their own 
initiative. The same is true of  students who had 
been told they would receive extra credit. 
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