
IAU	
  Office	
  for	
  Astronomy	
  Outreach


Sze-­‐leung	
  CHEUNG	
  	
  張師良 チャン　シー　リュン	
  
Interna>onal	
  Outreach	
  Coordinator,	
  IAU	
  OAO	
  







IAU	
  Office	
  for	
  Astronomy	
  Outreach	


Credit:	
  NAOJ




IAU	
  Execu>ve	
  CommiFee	


Divisions	
  and	
  Comissions	
 Working	
  Groups	
 Special	
  CommiFees	


Special	
  Offices	
  
-­‐-­‐	
  OAD	
  -­‐	
  Office	
  of	
  Astronomy	
  for	
  Development	
  (SAAO,	
  Cape	
  Town,	
  South	
  Africa)	
  

-­‐-­‐	
  OAO	
  -­‐	
  Office	
  for	
  Astronomy	
  Outreach	
  (NAOJ,	
  Tokyo,	
  Japan)	
  

-­‐-­‐	
  OYA	
  –	
  Office	
  for	
  Young	
  Astronomers	
  (NASL,	
  Oslo,	
  Norway)	
  
-­‐-­‐	
  Press	
  Office	
  (ESO,	
  Munich)	


IAU	
  Secretariat	
  
(IAP,	
  Paris,	
  France)	


Administra>on	
  of	
  the	
  Interna>onal	
  Astronomical	
  Union	
  (IAU)	




Mission	


•  hub	
  for	
  coordina>ng	
  public	
  outreach	
  ac>vi>es	
  
around	
  the	
  world	
  

•  To	
  make	
  it	
  easier	
  for	
  the	
  public	
  to	
  access	
  
informa>on	
  about	
  our	
  Universe	
  

•  local	
  and	
  global	
  astronomy	
  events	
  

•  building	
  networks	
  to	
  support	
  and	
  disseminate	
  
informa>on	
  to	
  the	
  amateur	
  astronomy	
  and	
  
public	
  outreach	
  communi>es	
  





OAO	
  Strategy	
  2014-­‐2015	
  	

Since	
  the	
  OAO	
  was	
  s>ll	
  at	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  its	
  se[ng	
  up	
  stage,	
  
therefore	
  the	
  OAO	
  was	
  focused	
  on	
  set	
  up	
  the	
  infrastructure	
  by	
  
•  expanding	
  the	
  office,	
  increasing	
  human	
  resources	

•  synergizing	
  with	
  NAOJ	
  to	
  create	
  the	
  OAO’s	
  working	
  environment	
  

and	
  support	

•  construc>ng	
  the	
  pla]orm	
  for	
  global	
  astronomical	
  organiza>ons	
  and	
  

events	

•  reac>va>ng	
  the	
  na>onal	
  outreach	
  network	

•  connec>ng	
  the	
  amateur	
  astronomers	
  and	
  public	
  through	
  the	
  global	
  

NameExoWorlds	
  and	
  IYL	
  CosmicLight	
  projects	

•  networking	
  with	
  interna>onal	
  stakeholders,	
  in	
  par>cular	
  in	
  the	
  

Asia-­‐Pacific	
  region	

•  visi>ng	
  the	
  funding	
  agencies	
  to	
  strengthen	
  the	
  partnership	

•  producing	
  newsleFer	
  and	
  communica>ons	
  products	




OAO	
  Communica>ons	
  	


1．Produce	
  astronomy	
  
outreach	
  newsle0er	
  to	
  
circulate	
  latest	
  astronomy	
  
outreach	
  events,	
  updates	
  
for	
  the	
  Interna>onal	
  Year	
  
of	
  Light,	
  NameExoWorlds	
  
contest，highlights	
  from	
  
some	
  large-­‐scale	
  regional	
  
projects	
  and	
  inspiring	
  
outreach	
  ac>vi>es.	
  The	
  
mailing	
  list	
  contain	
  4000	
  
subscribers.	
  	
  



•  facebook.com/Interna>onalAstronomicalUnion	
  
•  @IAU_org	




Na2onal	
  Outreach	
  Contacts	


66	
  NOCs	
  were	
  selected.	
  The	
  NOCs	
  are	
  working	
  together	
  with	
  IOC	
  on	
  distribu>ng	
  
news	
  at	
  na>onal	
  level	
  and	
  support	
  OAOs’	
  work.	






The	
  IAU	
  Directory	
  of	
  World	
  Astronomy	
  	


•  to	
  connect	
  the	
  interna>onal	
  
astronomical	
  community	
  

•  develop	
  and	
  maintain	
  a	
  database	
  of	
  
interna>onal	
  astronomy	
  outreach	
  and	
  
amateur	
  networks	
  associa>ons	
  

•  pla]orm	
  for	
  astronomical	
  
organiza>ons	
  for	
  joining	
  the	
  
NameExoWorlds	
  contest	
  

•  The	
  first	
  phase	
  of	
  the	
  homepage	
  
(	
  hFp://directory.iau.org	
  )	
  was	
  
launched	
  at	
  October	
  2014	


•  2nd	
  phase:	
  global	
  astronomical	
  events	
  
calendar	
  system	
  

•  astronomical	
  facili>es	
  database	

	
  







463	
  organisa>ons	
  from	
  64	
  countries	
  has	
  registered	
  in	
  the	
  website	


















IYL2015	
  Cosmic	
  Light	
  Theme	
  	

•  communica>on	
  hub	
  for	
  Cosmic	
  

Light	
  	
  
•  produce	
  communica>on	
  products	
  

like	
  logos,	
  video,	
  postcard,	
  poster	
  
and	
  translated	
  them	
  into	
  different	
  
languages	
  

•  logo	
  in	
  13	
  languages,	
  and	
  video	
  in	
  
15	
  languages	
  



•  3000	
  posters	
  were	
  mailed	
  to	
  100	
  countries	
  

•  coordinate	
  with	
  different	
  IYL	
  projects	
  in	
  par>cular	
  with	
  the	
  
cornerstones	
  to	
  promote	
  the	
  projects	
  

•  published	
  regular	
  IYL2015	
  news	
  on	
  outreach	
  newsleFer	
  
and	
  social	
  media	
  

•  worked	
  with	
  the	
  IDA	
  Educa>on	
  commiFee	
  to	
  share	
  
resources	
  about	
  light	
  pollu>on	
  with	
  the	
  public	
  

	
  

	






Plan	
  for	
  2015-­‐2016	
  	

Year	
  2015	
  is	
  the	
  Interna>onal	
  Year	
  of	
  Light,	
  and	
  OAO	
  will	
  focus	
  on	
  
coordina>ng	
  and	
  promo>ng	
  the	
  ac>vi>es.	
  For	
  the	
  remaining	
  quarter	
  of	
  the	
  
year,	
  OAO	
  will	
  focus	
  on	
  the	
  se[ng	
  up	
  the	
  transla>on	
  network	
  to	
  aFack	
  the	
  
language	
  barrier	
  problem.	
  Below	
  are	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  OAO	
  plan	
  for	
  2015-­‐16:	

•  Promote	
  the	
  CosmicLight	
  IYL2015	
  events,	
  and	
  address	
  on	
  the	
  global	
  light	
  

pollu>on	
  problem	

•  Publish	
  the	
  2nd	
  phase	
  of	
  the	
  IAU	
  Directory	
  of	
  World	
  Astronomy	
  with	
  

global	
  event	
  calendar	
  func>on	

•  Create	
  the	
  Astronomy	
  Transla>on	
  Network	
  of	
  helpers	
  to	
  solve	
  the	
  

language	
  barrier	
  problem.	

•  Expand	
  the	
  Na>onal	
  Outreach	
  Contacts	
  (NOCs)	
  network	
  and	
  enhance	
  the	
  

communica>ons	

•  Streamline	
  the	
  workflow	
  with	
  NAOJ	
  and	
  ESO	
  (IAU	
  Press	
  Office)	

•  Set	
  up	
  the	
  internship	
  program	
  at	
  OAO	
  and	
  provide	
  2	
  internship	
  posi>ons	
  

for	
  graphics	
  design	
  and	
  IT.	

•  Publish	
  more	
  ojen	
  on	
  IAU	
  social	
  media	
  and	
  homepage	

•  Synergize	
  with	
  OAD,	
  in	
  par>cular	
  with	
  the	
  regional	
  nodes,	
  to	
  address	
  to	
  

the	
  developing	
  region.	

•  Make	
  visits	
  to	
  the	
  countries	
  priori>zed	
  by	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  astronomers	
  (e.g.	
  

US,	
  UK)	
  and	
  by	
  populariza>on	
  (e.g.	
  India,	
  Indonesia)	




Div	
  C	
  involvement


	
  
•  General	
  –	
  networking	
  through	
  OAO	
  
•  Channels	
  back	
  to	
  OAO	
  
•  C1	
  –	
  the	
  educators	
  network	
  	
  
•  C2	
  -­‐-­‐	
  CAP	
  conference	
  
•  C3&C4	
  –	
  outreach	
  on	
  astronomy	
  history	
  and	
  
heritage	
  

•  Connect	
  OAO	
  with	
  amateurs,	
  educators,	
  
communicators	
  





Contact	
  us	


	
  
outreach@iau.org	
  
www.iau.org/public	
  
	
  
facebook.com/Interna>onalAstronomicalUnion

TwiFer:	
  @IAU_org	
  
	
  


